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Bombay on the 17th November, although the danger in Calcutta of
a breach of the peace by the people was the greatest. Their peace-
fulness was exemplary. Their secretary Babu Satkodipati Rai,
Sardar Luchman Singh and Swami Vishwanand were arrested, as
it would appear, for no fault save that of trying to keep the peace.
Yet the people remained calm. Soon it will be possible to say of
our countrymen that they can act without leaders or that all are
leaders.
This spontaneous hartal in spite of the Herculean efforts to
break it and preservation by the people of the peace despite provo-
cation enraged the "civil" guards and the Europeans generally.
The Viceroy is clearly to blame for it. He has brought the Prince
when he should not have. Having brought him, he is trying to
enforce public welcomes wherever the Prince is being taken and
having failed in so doing, His Excellency has excited the passions
of the British residents by calling the boycott an affront to the
Prince and the British nation. The expected has happened. The
police and the civil guard have construed the various declarations
of the Government to be a licence to do as they please. They have
looted shops. They have, if the reports in the Servant are true,
walked into mosques with shoes on and even committed thefts.
Innocent men have been injured. Some have even been killed.
The people of Calcutta have borne this legalized lawlessness with
great forbearance. They have done the right thing. In my opinion
the shoes of scoffers have not desecrated the mosque in question.
The amazing forbearance of the mosques-goers has made it more
sacred and proved the religious nature of the struggle.
The authorities have behaved no better in parts of Bihar.
Here is what the Secretary of the Thana Congress Committee,
Sonpur3 writes :
On the 21st December 1921, at about 3 p.m., 10 volunteers with some
workers were patrolling the road asking the shopkeepers to observe com-
plete hartal on the 22nd instant, during the Prince's visit. When they
reached the Sonpur Police Station, the S.P. (Mr. Parkin) who has been
posted here on account of H.R.H. the Prince's visit came out with about
100 constables and snatched away from the volunteers flags, badges and
even khadi clothes which they had on them and tore everything to pieces.
Immediately after this the S.P. marched up to the Congress office
followed by a band of constables in plain clothes and with lathis in their
hands. On reaching the office the S.P. ordered the constables to plunder
("Maro awr looto" were the words he used); whereupon the constables
broke open the door and entered the office room pushing the volun-
teers right and left and assaulting them. Mr. Parkin then thoroughly